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About this activity
Before their visit to the Isle of Wight, students will be learning the 
meaning of the term ‘trade’ and will also learn why trade occurs, and 
how trade occurs, e.g. how traded goods are transported around 
the world. A variety of activities on the worksheet help students to 
consolidate their understanding of the key concepts before they then 
start to investigate trade passing through Southampton Port. The 
ABP (Associated British Ports) website is very good, and gives some 
clear information as to the types of goods handled by the port, and 
students will research this before their ferry trip. 
On board the ferry, they will be able to observe the huge range 
of different vessels making their way up or down Southampton 
Water/The Solent, and anchored in port. It is a very busy stretch 
of water and they will witness many different types of vessel, of all 
shapes, sizes and functions. They will record their observations on 
the worksheet and make a tally of the number of different types of 
vessels that they see. This will help them to understand the scale and 
range of trading taking place here. 

On their return, they will then use the ABP website to investigate the 
origins and destinations of different vessels going into and out of the 
port, and will plot the data on a world map. They will bring together 
all that they have learnt in a final written and/or oral activity.

Questions & Answers
What is the task?

 � This is a geography task which enables students to make first-
hand observations of the human geography (economic activity/
trade) of a specific coastal area.

 � Students will learn about the human geography of the area, 
specifically its involvement in world trade and the trading links 
that exist between Southampton Port and other parts of the 
world.

 � The activities on the worksheet guide students through learning 
key terms and their definitions, what trade ‘looks’ like in reality, 
and where the traded goods are going to and from.  

What will they learn?
 � How to define the meaning of the term ‘trade’ and be able to 

explain why trade occurs, and the ways in which traded goods 
are transported between places.

 � What current facilities at Southampton Port are like, and the 
main traded goods which pass through the port.

 � Where goods come from, and go to, through Southampton Port 
and, therefore, the influence of the port in terms of world trade. 
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At A Glance:
 ü Geography 

 ü Key Stage 4

 ü National Curriculum 2014

 ü Promotes understanding of how 
and why trade occurs, focusing 
on Southampton Port

 ü Pre-visit, on-board, and follow-
up activities.

What’s Involved?
Students will learn about trade and 
why and how trade occurs. They will 
investigate the types of trade that go 
through Southampton Port, and will 
make direct observations of a wide 
variety of vessels on Southampton 
Water and The Solent to illustrate 
the range of economic activities and 
trade there. They will then investigate 
the origins and destinations of 
different vessels.

“Globalization and free 
trade do spur economic 
growth, and they lead 
to lower prices on many 
goods...”

                
 
   - Robert Reich
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How does this link to my child’s learning?
Below are the relevant links to the current GCSE Geography specifications, showing where this resource fits into 
your child’s studies:

AQA Geography A: The Coastal Zone
AQA Geography B: The Coastal Environment
Pearson Education Ltd (Edexcel) Geography A, Unit 2, section A, Topic 1: Coastal landscapes
Pearson Education Ltd (Edexcel) Geography B, Unit 1, section B, Topic 5: Coastal change and conflict
OCR Geography B: Theme 1: Rivers and coasts
WJEC Geography A: Unit 2; Our changing coasts
WJEC Geography B: Theme 2; Coastal processes and coastal management.

How does this enrich study undertaken in school? 
 � Nothing beats first-hand experience of what is learnt in school. Seeing the facilities at Southampton Port 

with their own eyes will ‘wow’ the students. The ships are massive; the container ships contain over 1,500 
containers and the huge cargo ships may be there loading tractors or hundreds of new Minis as they pass! 
Fieldwork literally brings to life the learning that takes place in the classroom.

 � This activity involves a lot of fundamental skills in geography; making observations in the field and 
conducting primary fieldwork such as making observations and recording tallies.

 � The opportunity to use the internet for independent research allows students to practise and ‘hone’ a skill 
that will be invaluable as they move towards being more independent, life-long learners.

 � Also, good fieldwork is fun! Students have the opportunity to fully engage with the subject and immerse 
themselves in it; something which will hopefully enthuse them and instill in them a curiosity about the 
world around them. 

What do they need to have done in preparation?
 � Students can use the internet and/or books to ensure that they fully understand the meaning of the term 

‘trade’ and what trade is, why we trade and how we trade!

 � Students can research the subject by using the links at www.edudest.uk/followup - type in this 
document’s code: 10727

 � More able students could also consider the wider implications of this trade; both the positive and negative 
impacts at different scales, e.g. Southampton Port area, the local area/region, the UK as a whole and 
internationally.

What skills do they need to demonstrate?

 ü Observational skills; the ability to observe and interpret features of human geography that they can 
see, and record them accurately.

 ü Conducting independent research on the internet; selecting appropriate information and 
applying this to the activities on the worksheet.

 ü Numeracy – recording tallies, calculating totals and producing a graph of 
results.

 ü Working with others – collaborating and co-operating with other 
students to complete activities and support each other’s 
understanding. 
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