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About this activity
This is a maths resource that engages students with their ferry 
crossing on Red Funnel ferries. 

The resource task enables them to practise their data handling 
skills. 

Pupils are asked to read and handle data about the Red Funnel 
ferries. 

The task is designed to appeal to students in lower key stage 2. T

The activity will give pupils the opportunity to practise using real 
data in order to provide answers to problems related to their 
experience on the Red Funnel ferries.

Questions & Answers

What is the task?

 � The task requires the children to use certain data relating to the 
Red Funnel ferry fleet in order to ask and answer a number of 
mathematical problems. 

 � They will also compare different ferries, practising their use of 
mathematical language.

How does this link to my child’s learning?

 � The task requires selection of relevant data including larger 
numbers, and the handling of such, in order to provide an 
answer to a problem. 

 � This is a key requirement in the National Curriculum 
programmes of study for mathematics.

What will they learn?

 � Students will learn about how to select and record data and 
then use it to answer a problem, thereby practising language 
skills as well as mathematical processes.

How does this enrich study undertaken in school? 

 � The stimulus of a real location that has been visited motivates 
the student in a more positive way. 

 � The problem becomes a real one, not purely a textbook 
example.

PARENT NOTES
Mathematics 
Handling Data / Statistics

At A Glance:
 ü Mathematics (Data & Statistics)

 ü Lower Key Stage 2

 ü Low to High ability range

 ü National Curriculum 2014

 ü Practises data handling skills

 ü Pre- or post-visit activity

What’s Involved?
Students will be engaged in an 
activity where they are using statistics 
to solve problems. 

They will  practise using real data in 
order to provide answers to problems 
related to their experience on the Red 
Funnel ferries.

“Data, I think, is one 
of the most powerful 
mechanisms for 
telling stories...”

                   
   - Steven Levitt



Original content ©2015 Education Destination www.educationdestination.co.uk
Venue imagery and logo supplied by Red Funnel

What do they need to have done in preparation?
 � Make mathematical comparisons in order to practise words such as fewer, difference, least etc .

 � Practise reading 4, 5 & 6 digit numbers

What skills do they need to demonstrate?
 ü Selection and handling of numbers up to 6 digits and the ability to make comparisons between them. 

 ü Investigating and comparing statistics.

 ü Asking and answering various mathematical questions.

 ü Using appropriate language to make comparisons .

 ü Identifying appropriate calculation strategies to solve problems.

 ü Writing numbers showing correct place value.

Page 2

Helpful Resources
Encourage your child to research Red Funnel ferries before their 
visit

edudest.info

Red Funnel brings learning alive the 
moment you step aboard the vessel. 
Your passenger or vehicle ferry ride will 
be an amazing learning opportunity in 
subjects such as Science, Geography, 
Mathematics, PSHE & English - for all 
ages and interests!

For further reading about Red Funnel 
ferries or the Isle of Wight, wikipedia 
offers an excellent range of articles. 
This would serve as an ideal introduction 
for learners  prior to their visit, and is 
suitable for ages 7 upwards.

wikipedia.org

This activity was compiled by Education 
Destination in conjunction with Red 
Funnel.  We help students of all ages 
and abilities to experience excellent 
curriculum based learning opportunities 
at many Island venues and attractions.

redfunnel.co.uk
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