
Task Implementation
Before their visit to the Tapnell Farm Park, students will learn a little bit 
of background to the farm. There is an introduction on the worksheet 
that should be read carefully. Then, students will get to know the 
farm through using a range of different resources, including an OS 
map extract, GIS, photographs, and specific Isle of Wight tourism 
sites. They will find out where Tapnell Farm is located, what it was like 
before and during ‘diversification, and what it is like now. Using all of 
these resources, students are required to complete the flow diagram 
in as much detail as they can. Targeted teacher assistance will help 
less able students with this. It may also be a good opportunity to outline and discuss all relevant geographical 
terminology so that students have a good understanding of these before their trip. All of this will prepare them 
fully for the activities that they will complete during their visit. 

Then, whilst on-site, students will carry out a range of varied and stimulating activities; their fieldwork and 
investigative skills will all be put to the test to really get ‘under the skin’ of the ‘geography’ around them. They 
will look at the tourism and leisure attractions and facilities and they will also consider the ‘wider’ geographical 
concepts of: potential conflicts and issues, the management strategies in place, and how Tapnell Farm Park is 
attempting to be sustainable and encourage eco-tourism. The differentiated worksheets offer more support 
to less able students by providing additional guidance and detail to get them started, while the higher ability 
worksheet allows more able students to be stretched and challenged through extension activities. It would be 
beneficial for the teacher(s) to have gone through these activities and, where possible, worked out the ‘answers’ 
so that students can be helped on the day if needed. 

Through the activities, there are also ‘cross-over’ opportunities with both a literacy and a numeracy focus to 
develop these vital skills alongside their geographical learning.  On their return to school, there is guidance on 
the worksheet which guides them through creating a newspaper article based on what they have learnt about 
the farm. This can be delivered according to the wishes of the teacher(s).

Contextual Summary
This is a geography resource which engages students with the 
farming and working environment of Tapnell Farm Park. It includes 
pre-visit, on-site, and post-visit activities. This resource focuses 
mainly on the human geography of the farm, specifically focusing 
on farm diversification from dairy farming into leisure and tourism 
activities.  

Students will be investigating the range of facilities, attractions, 
and amenities that the farm has to offer during their visit. They will 
also consider some of the issues associated with the tourist and 
leisure developments, and how these are being managed, including 
Tapnell’s approach to sustainability and ‘eco’/ethical tourism 
practices. 

The resource introduces the relevant geographical terms, and leads 
students through fully understanding what they mean. On their 
return to school, they then use guidance in the resource to produce a 
newspaper report to creatively summarise all that they have learnt. 
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Key skills practised in this unit:
 ü Understanding key processes in human geography (farming and farm diversification into leisure and 

tourism, conflict/issues and management, and sustainability)

 ü Conducting fieldwork by making observations and applying their observations to specific tasks

 ü Carrying out both collaborative work with their peers and also working independently.

Ability Levels 
This resource is aimed at students at KS4. 
There are differentiated variations available for higher and lower ability levels. 
Teachers should view all resources and select the most appropriate level for their students. 

Relationship to Curriculum
Below are the relevant links to the current KS4 Geography specifications:

The ‘advantages and disadvantages of leisure use for both local residents and leisure users’. 

The ‘impacts of increasing leisure use on rural honeypots’. 

‘Study of one location where leisure use is managed and the effectiveness of the management 
strategy’. 

The ‘diversification of farming to generate new income streams: GM crops, specialist crops and 
food, organic farming, recreation and leisure’

How ‘the tourist industry may be made more sustainable in the future. The concepts of 
ecotourism, ethical tourism and responsible travel’

Mapping, graphical and numerical skills e.g. analysing statistical data by drawing and 
interpreting graphs, using OS and GIS maps to investigate a specific location, and carrying out 
independent research using the internet.

The quotes above have been taken from the current (2016 onwards) specifications for Geography at (I)GCSE, 
and indicate the key areas that are covered within this resource.

Learning Opportunities
Students will use the resources provided to carry out the activities and tasks as specified on the worksheet. At 
all stages, students will be using the worksheet linked to this resource - 152171 & 2

Pre-Visit
 � Students will learn what diversification is, and some background detail as to how Tapnell Farm Park has 

diversified from dairy farming into leisure and tourism. They will learn a little bit of background about the 
farm, as it was before and during construction, and what it is like now.

During the Visit 

 � Students will investigate first-hand the range of activities at the farm, consider the ‘attraction’ of these, 
potential conflicts and issues and how these are addressed/managed both for the enjoyment and safety 
of visitors and also for sustainability.

Post-Visit
 � Students use the guidance on the worksheet to produce a newspaper report based on all that they have 

learnt.
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Learning Outcomes
 ü Students will be able to define what the following key geographical terms mean: farm 

diversification, leisure and tourism, honeypot site, ethical tourism, ecotourism and sustainability.

 ü Students will know what facilities and attractions are located at Tapnell Farm Park, as an example 
of a farm that has diversified to generate new income streams. They will draw graphs using data 
supplied, and be able to describe how visitor/tourist numbers have grown since the farm diversified. 

 ü Students will be able to discuss the ways in which these attractions create advantages, and 
potential disadvantages, for both visitors / leisure users.

 ü Students will be able to discuss the various ways in which Tapnell Farm Park is managing issues and 
attempting to be sustainable through energy/waste/environmental management, and eco (ethical) 
tourism.

 ü Students will produce a newspaper report based on all that they have learnt.   

Enrichment Opportunities
 � Students will be seeing ‘farm diversification’ in action, first-hand. They will understand the ways in 

which a specific farm can diversify in order to generate new income streams. The advantages and 
disadvantages of the Tapnel Farm Park developments will be examined during their visit, in order 
to gain a ‘real life’ understanding of the impact of leisure at honeypot sites, and how this can be 
managed sustainably. 

 � The resource also involves a lot of fundamental skills in geography; map work, research and 
graphical skills, as well as conducting primary fieldwork such as making observations, and recording 
information which can then be analysed. Numeracy and literacy skills are also developed through 
some of the activities.

 � Students will have the opportunity to conduct independent research; a key skill in geographical 
investigations. Indeed, this is a key skill in many curriculum areas and becomes a valuable skill as 
they move through to becoming more independent learners.

 � Extension tasks and differentiated activities enable more able students to stretch and extend their 
geographical understanding, whilst less able students are supported through the tasks in a variety of 
ways. 
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